Evolution of the Gynecology Teaching Associate: an education specialist.
The traditional pelvic examination instruction methods were reviewed and found to be deficient: the student learning experience was compromised by the triangular setting of patient, student, and instructor for early pelvic examination instruction. Over the past decade, a new education specialist, the Gynecology Teaching Associate (GTA), has evolved to help improve the initial gynecology teaching experience. The evolution of the GTA is described. The qualities she brings to the instructional system include sensitivity as a woman, educational skill in pelvic examination instruction, knowledge of female pelvic anatomy and physiology, and, most important, sophisticated interpersonal skills to help medical students learnin in a nonthreatening environment. Reinforcement learning theory is the foundation of this educational system. Student acceptance of this system is documented.